
GRACE EPISCOPAL CHURCH 

Windsor, Connecticut 

August 18, 2019 

 

Purpose of this special parish meeting: to vote on the amended by-laws and the resolution for 

our merger with Grace Broad Brook prior to the vote for merger at the ECCT Annual 

Convention in October 2019.   

  

Father Chip called the meeting to order at 10:15 am following Sunday’s service  

  

*Father Chip read/reviewed the amended by-laws which he proposed to “meld” the leaderships 

of both Graces to best represent both parishes. There was discussion regarding the proposed 

increase in the number of people on the vestry over the upcoming 4 years (2020 - 2023) as well 

as questions about the need to have multiple people in positions, i.e. 2 treasurers, 2 assistant 

treasurers, etc. Fr. Chip assured parishioners that this was just a proposal at this time and that the 

vestries will continue to discuss these concerns at upcoming vestry meetings and recommend 

/make changes.  

After a discussion, the parish voted to accept the amended by-laws.  

  

*Father Chip read / reviewed the Resolution for our merger.   

The Merger of Grace Church Broad Brook and Grace Church Windsor  

   

Submitted by Ian Rickard, Deborah Hutchinson, Gail Ladany, Steven Bethke and The Reverend 

Harry A. Elliott III  

   

Resolved, that the 235th Annual Convention of the Episcopal Church in Connecticut ratifies the 

merger into one parish of Grace Episcopal Church of Broad Brook and Grace Episcopal 

Church of Windsor, such merger having been approved by, and undertaken in the manner and 

under the conditions required by the Bishops and Standing Committee in keeping with Canon I, 

Section 13 of the Canons of the Episcopal Church in Connecticut; and be it further  

Resolved  that the resulting parish shall be a single ecclesiastical corporation possessing all the 

rights, privileges, immunities, franchises and obligations of each of the merging Parishes, and 

all the rights and interests in property belonging to or due to each of the parishes so merged 

shall be vested in such resulting parish without further act or deed, in accordance with Canon I, 

Section 13 of the Canons of the Episcopal Church in Connecticut; and be it further    

Resolved, that the resulting merged parish shall be named Grace Episcopal Church of Windsor.  

   

Explanation:  

   



Seeking a better way to live into God’s mission, Grace Episcopal Church, Broad Brook, was 

able to find a partner with which to worship and work. Welcoming its sister parish into union, 

Grace Episcopal Church, Windsor, found new vibrancy. Together, the new parish is finding 

challenge, strength and new spiritual gifts as it stretches into new ways to be God’s people on 

journey of faith in God’s mission.  

   

How does this Resolution further God’s mission of restoration and reconciliation with all of 

creation?  

   

The merger of the two parishes serves to further God’s mission in the world in several ways. It 

consolidates the mission activities of the two parishes thereby freeing support and maintenance 

resources to be used in missional activities, putting faith into action. It allows for normal 

operations to be combined (one building to heat, one newsletter to print, etc.) in ways that 

decrease their negative impact on the creation. It brings together people of diverse history and 

backgrounds to discover in one another both the opportunity and means for the breaking down 

of barriers and the increase of mutual understanding. Perhaps most importantly, it redirects 

energy that was spent on worry about parish survival into the furtherance of God’s mission in 

the communities served. And it reveals the essential truth that the Body of Christ, the beloved 

community, is always so much more than a building.  

   

Statement of Requirements to Implement the Resolution:  

   

This resolution does not require any funding or further action by the Episcopal Church in 

Connecticut  

  

The Resolution for merger was voted on and was carried with one nay.   

  

Fr. Chip made a motion to adjourn the meeting at 10:35 a.m. Motion seconded and carried.  

 

         JoAnne McLeod, Clerk 

 

Many heartfelt thanks to Karen Tiemann for taking the minutes of this meeting.  


